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wished to be free to replenish their stock at any time x. The
regulations of Blackwell Hall came to be evaded by the sale
of cloth ' out of the market' by factors *; and a writer
likened the neglect of Blackwell Hall, in its evil consequences,
to the opening of Pandora's box : " Hereby the maker hath
been dispossessed of the sale of his own goods and trained
up a servant to become his master " 3.
The	The factors fulfilled the same function in the final stages
factors. o£ ^ woollen industry which the wool staplers served in
the early stages. They were the middlemen who thrust
themselves between the manufacturers and their customers,
the drapers or wholesale dealers 4; and they were bitterly
denouncedas parasites on the industry. They were commonly
looked upon as ' a mushroom growth J—' not pen-feathered
with the wings of time'—who sprang up during the Civil
War and consolidated their position during the Plague and
the Fire of London 5: yet there is evidence to show that
they were in existence at an earlier date 6. An order of the
common council of London, 1623, stated that " the clothier
by himself or his household servant heretofore hath used to
make his own sales to the merchant or draper to his profit
and good content. But now of late divers persons have
cunningly interposed themselves to deal as factors and
brokers between the merchant, draper and clothier " in
Hall.    In 1697 the hours were fixed by Parliament at 8 a.m. to noon, and
2-5 p.m. on Thursday, Friday and Saturday :  Statutes, vii. 199.
1	The Interest of England . . . considered in a Dialogue between Sir
T. Flourishing and T. Castdown (1701), n.
2	Statutes, vii. 199 (1697) ;  Reasons for preserving the Public Market of
Blackwell Hall; W. S., Gent., The Golden Fleece (1656), 81-82.
3	The Languishing State of our Woollen Manufacture humbly represented
to the Parliament.
4	The packers  also  acted as intermediaries between clothiers  and
merchants:   The Clothiers Complaint (1692), 5 ;   The Interest of England
considered in an Essay upon Wool (1694), 25 >  The Beaux Merchant : A
Comedy.   By a Clothier (1714), 4, 38.
5	A Treatise of Wool and the Manufacture of it (1685), 17 ;  The Clothiers
Complaint (1692), 4;   The Beaux Merchant: A Comedy.   By a Clothier
(1714), 43 ; The Present Case of our English Wool.
6	Their origin is post-dated in Westerfield,  Middlemen in English
Business, 296 (They " established themselves in the business of Blackwell
Hall about 1660 "); and in Friis, Alderman Cockayne's Project, 22, note.
(" Their activity only dates from the latter half of the seventeenth century
... we never hear of such factors at the beginning ").

